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NRCS 

A Letter From Your Chairman 

Hello everyone,  

Fall has arrived with beautiful colors and cooler temperatures. This past summer 

was a hot one and we are welcoming the change of seasons. The District has been 

busy with our spring tree sale, workshops, and various projects. Our forester, Nia, 

has been on the go helping people with their tree concerns. 

The gypsy moth population seems to have increased and the District administered a 

spring spray over selected areas this spring. We are presently surveying the county 

and we are starting to see areas that may need attention next spring. 

There have been changes with our Gypsy Moth and Soil Erosion position. Renee 

Davis left us to take on a full-time position with the Michigan Department of 

Environmental Quality  (DEQ). We thank Renee for her time and wish her well. Her 

position has been filled by Christine (Chris) Brooks.  She is an outstanding individual 

with an Environmental Science and Biology Degree from Olivet College. Christine 

will be your new contact for Soil Erosion permits. 

I would like to welcome you to our Festival of Trees that will be held November 

30th and December 1st at Jay’s Sporting Goods. Thank you to our staff and fellow 

board members for all their efforts.  

Sincerely, 

Larry Gross 

Chairman 
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Off the Manager’s Desk: 

Greetings,  

It is hard to believe that another year is coming to a close. 2018 was full of changes. Joy Simmer joined our 

board and Chris Brooks is our New Soil Erosion Agent. Joy joined our team at the Annual Meeting in March. I 

would like to thank the attendees of our Annual Meeting. Gerald Lefever was awarded “Clare CD Friend of 

the Year.”  We are looking at planning our next Annual Meeting. Please stay tuned for details.    

In January, we conducted a Resource Assessment Survey. This survey guides the district in planning for the 

next four years. The survey was distributed at events and was offered online. The link was emailed to 191 

recipients, shared on social media and was on our website. We had a total of 27 respondents, 26 of them 

summited online.  I would like to thank the participants for their input and support. 

This year we partnered with the Gladwin DNR and completed our rain garden/pollinator plot. Loss of 

pollinators was one of the concerns residents expressed on the Resource Assessment Survey. Clare County 

residents enjoyed the sunflowers that bloomed in the plot this fall and pollinators could be seen pollenating 

the various flowers.  

I also would like to thank our tree sale customers and our volunteers. We had a fantastic spring tree sale and 

distributed more than 7,000 trees. Feel free to contact the District for tree species suggestions and for 

ordering large quantities.  

I am also inviting everyone to our Festival of Trees fundraiser taking place November 30th  and December 1st 

at Jays’ Sporting Goods. We will have vendors, decorated tabletop trees, a silent auction and more. The 

proceeds allow us to cover our operating costs and continue offer to provide  services to Clare County. I look 

forward to another year with the district. 

Thank you, 
 

Melissa Townsend 

Spring Tree Sale Preview  

Here is a preview of what we plan to offer in our Spring 2019 Tree Sale. Please call the office at 989.539.6401 

if you are interested in a tree or shrub not listed.  

White Pine 
Red Pine 
Norway Spruce 
White Spruce 
Blue Spruce  
Douglas Fir 
White Cedar 
White Birch  
Silver Maple  
Sugar Maple  

Hybrid Willow 
Black Walnut 
White Swamp Oak  
Gale Gala Apple 
MacIntosh Apple 
Courtland Apple  
Red Haven Peach 
Montmorency Tart Cherry  
Black Gold Cherry 
Bartlett Pear 

Snowdrift Crab-apple 
Italian Prune 
Cranberry Highbush 
Butterfly Bush 
Common Lilac  
Rose of Sharron  
Red Osier Dogwood 
Red Elderberry  
Downy Serviceberry 
Mountain Ash  
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Soil health, also referred to as soil quality, is defined as the continued capacity of soil to function as a vital 

living ecosystem that sustains plants, animals, and humans. This definition speaks to the importance of 

managing soils so they are sustainable for future generations. To do this, we need to remember that soil 

contains living organisms that when provided the basic necessities of life - food, shelter, and water - perform 

functions required to produce food and fiber. 

 

Only "living" things can have health, so viewing soil as a living ecosystem reflects a fundamental shift in the 

way we care for our nation's soils. Soil isn’t an inert growing medium, but rather is teeming with billions of 

bacteria, fungi, and other microbes that are the foundation of an elegant symbiotic ecosystem. Soil is an 

ecosystem that can be managed to provide nutrients for plant growth, absorb and hold rainwater for use 

during dryer periods, filter and buffer potential pollutants from leaving our fields, serve as a firm foundation 

for agricultural activities, and provide habitat for soil microbes to flourish and diversify to keep the ecosystem 

running smoothly. 

 

What Soil Does   

Healthy soil gives us clean air and water, bountiful crops and forests, productive grazing lands, diverse 

wildlife, and beautiful landscapes. Soil does all this by performing five essential functions: 

• Regulating water - Soil helps control where rain, snowmelt, and irrigation water goes. Water and 

dissolved solutes flow over the land or into and through the soil. 

• Sustaining plant and animal life - The diversity and productivity of living things depends on soil. 

• Filtering and buffering potential pollutants - The minerals and microbes in soil are responsible for filtering, 

buffering, degrading, immobilizing, and detoxifying organic and inorganic materials, including industrial 

and municipal by-products and atmospheric deposits. 

• Cycling nutrients - Carbon, nitrogen, phosphorus, and many other nutrients are stored, transformed, and 

cycled in the soil. 

• Physical stability and support - Soil structure provides a medium for plant roots. Soils also provide support 

for human structures and protection for archeological treasures. 
 

Inherent and Dynamic Properties of Soil 

Soil has both inherent and dynamic properties, or qualities. Inherent soil quality is a soil’s natural ability to 

function. For example, sandy soil drains faster than clay soil. Deep soil has more room for roots than soils 

with bedrock near the surface. These characteristics do not change easily. 

Dynamic soil quality is how soil changes depending on how it is managed. Management choices affect the 

amount of soil organic matter, soil structure, soil depth, and water and nutrient holding capacity. One goal of 

soil health research is to learn how to manage soil in a way that improves soil function. Soils respond 

differently to management depending on the inherent properties of the soil and the surrounding landscape. 

 

If you are interested in improving your soil health you can start by contacting your local NRCS office at 

989.426.9461 ext. 3 for assistance in evaluating the current condition of your soil and possible improvements 

that could be implemented.  - Dave Lehnert, District Conservationist NRCS 

Healthy Soil For Life 
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Cedar River Steering Committee  

Meetings First Thursday at 10 am  

Gladwin Conservation District—1501 N. State Street, Gladwin 

January 3rd 
March 7th 
May 2nd 
July 11th 

September 5th 
November 7th 

The CRSC is a workgroup of local and regional Conservation 

Organizations whose goal is to restore the integrity of the 

Cedar River to its natural state. We are looking for local com-

munity members to join our team. If you are concerned or 

passionate about the Cedar River watershed please contact 

the Conservation District. 

Our Rain Garden was planted this       

summer and is located behind the Clare  

County Building. 

Join us in  April, July or September 

for Adopt a Highway! 
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Thank you to everyone 

who invited me out to their woods. I’ve enjoyed seeing your 

forestry projects take off and am happy to provide any 

assistance that is needed. In addition to landowner site 

visits, I  have had quite a few interesting projects going on. 

I am a Regional Chair for Michigan’s Tree Farm Committee. 

The American Tree Farm System is a forest certification 

program for woodland owners—the one with the big green 

sign! Tree Farm ensures that your property is managed in a 

sustainable way for water quality, forest health, wildlife 

habitat and wood products. Last November, I nominated 

Gladwin Tree Farmer and Conservation District Chair Sally 

Hightower for the Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year 

award. She won the state award and went on to be one of 

eight finalists for the national award.   

We started Adopt a Highway on M61 between Harding and 

Bringold Rd. We are always looking for more volunteers for 

this event, especially in April when we pick up everything 

that was carelessly tossed out windows over the winter.  

Something I am very excited to be working on are Lifetime 

Learning Forestry Classes at Mid Michigan College. This will 

be a 4 -week series next February or March. Topics will be 

Forest Management Planning, Forest Health, Wildlife 

Habitat, and Putting your Woods to Work.  Stay tuned for 

details.  

Another initiative I have been involved in is the “Women 

Owning Woodlands Network”, or WOWnet. It is a program 

designed to connect female landowners to each other and 

natural resource professionals. Two goals for WOW are to: 

1. Build knowledge and confidence of forestry and land 

management and 2. Encourage women, who are often 

secondary owners of property, to be more involved with 

land management decisions. After all, we usually live longer 

than the men!  If you are interested in being a part of this, 

please let me know! 

Nia Becker 

District Forester 

A Word from our Forester  
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Sponsors  

 J & G Auto Clinic  in Harrison, MI 

 Benchley Bros in Clare, MI 

 Isabella Bank  

 Clare County Cleaver  

 Dr. G Dentistry  in Harrison, Mi 

 Coyne Propane  

 

 

 Northern Oaks 

 Surrey Point, Gas and 

Convenience Store 

 North Ten LLC 

 Little Forks Conservancy  

 Northern Pallet  

 Harrison Lumber 

When: Friday, November 30th from 4-9pm   

 Saturday, December 1st from 10am-4pm 

Where: Jay’s Sporting Goods Outback Room, 

 Clare MI. 

The Festival of Trees offers  food, vendors, 

silent auction, and more. Please join us to 

help the Clare Conservation District in 

providing assistance and education to 

Clare County landowners.  


